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MEETINGS 

General meetings take place at:           

The Noweyung Centre, 

84 Goold Street,  Bairnsdale 

as per program at 7.30pm  sharp 

Committee meetings take place at:     

members homes as per    

program at 4.00pm  

 

 THE CLEMATIS 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information  

and opinions expressed in this newsletter  

rests with the author of the article. 

All articles for Spring Clematis must be  

sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st September 2017. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES  2016/17 

    Single membership    $30 

    Family membership    $45 

    Mid-year fee (new members only)  $15 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

1. To further the awareness and study of all  

 branches of natural history within the  

 East Gippsland community through field excursions,  

 regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and  

 publications. 

2. To observe and strengthen the laws for the  

  preservation and protection of indigenous flora,  

   fauna, habitat and important geological features. 

3. To promote the formation and preservation of      

  National and State Parks and Reserves. 

4. To collaborate with other groups and agencies  

 with similar environmental interest. 

 

LIBRARY INFORMATION    - ask a committee member 

If you would like to borrow a book. 

• Books are generally borrowed for one month  -   

 however you can write on the sign-out sheet if  

 you wish to have it longer. 

• Should any library materials need maintenance,  

 please make a committee member aware of same. 

• If you wish to recommend a book, this can  

 be done by writing a short recommendation  

 for the Clematis.  This information could be from our 

  library books or from other books  

 that you believe our library could look at purchasing. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each field trip 

to notify them of intention to participate. 

 

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled due to  

adverse weather conditions or  other unforeseen circumstances. 

 

Please take note of safety procedures in your  

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.  

‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’  booklet.  

This can be downloaded from our web site. 

 

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS 

1.  Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN. 

2. Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and behind. 

3. When making a turn, give signal, and  stay at intersection 

 until following car has also turned. 

4. If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your car. 

 Other members will return to find you. 

5. The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist drivers and 

car pool passengers to share fuel costs. 

 

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS 

Walks vary in distance from 6 to 14 km. 

Easy:           Flat, good firm track.   
         
Moderately easy:          Mostly flat, track in good to fair  
   condition.   
Moderate:    May be undulating, track in good to fair 
   condition.          
Moderately Difficult:   May be some steep sections,  
    track may be rough  in places. 
Difficult:     May have long steep sections, track may be  

   non- existent at times. 

         

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not                                                                                                                        

included in the program. 

 

 

 

CONTACTS for Field Trips 

James Turner: 5155 1258  m. 0427 290838 

Noel Williamson 5152 1737 

Vicki Fraser:   m. 0417 586856 
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      PROGRAMME   July to December 2017 

 

Date Activity Time Meeting Place Destination Subject/Rated Leader/Speaker 

JULY             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Sun 23rd Excursion 9.00am 
9.30am 

Bridge Club 
Forestech 

Colquhoun & Kenny 
Forests 

  James Turner 

Sun 30th Bushwalk 9.00am 
9.30am 

Bridge Club 
Bruthen 

Mt Elizabeth Moderate Noel Williamson 

AUGUST             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Sun 20th Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Glenmaggie Flora 
Reserve & Avon 
Channels 

  James Turner 

Sun 27th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Old Man Hill area Mod. Diff. Noel Williamson 

SEPTEMBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Thur 7th Comm.  
meeting 

4.00pm Pat McPherson’s home       

Frid 15th Gen. meeting 7.30pm Noweyung Centre   Fox Control     
Program at Blond 
Bay 

Brett Mills, Trust 
for Nature 

Sun 17th Excursion 8.30am 
sharp 

Bridge Club McLoughlins Beach, 
South Gippsland 

  James Turner 
and later Kath 
Tisdale 

Sun 24th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Mottle Range Not yet rated Noel Williamson 

Sat 30th Metallic Sun-
orchid count 

10.00am Bridge Club     James Turner 

OCTOBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 12th Comm. Meeting 4.00pm Pauline Stewart’s 
home 

      

Frid 20th AGM & general 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre Member’s photos & 
supper 

    

Sun 22nd Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Fernbank area   Andrew Bould & 
Jen Wilkinson 

Sun 29th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Tabberabbera area Not yet rated Noel Williamson 

NOVEMBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 9th Comm. meeting 4.00pm Margaret Regan’s 
home 

      

Frid 17th General 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre   Biodiversity at 
Strathfieldsaye 

Hagan        
Brightman 

Sun 19th Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Strathfieldsaye   Hagan        
Brightman 

24,25,26 Camp-out 
Karoonda Park 
Gelantipy 

9.00am 
9.30am 

Bridge Club 
Red Knob 

Wulgulmerang, 
McKillops Bridge, 
Willis 

  James Turner 

DECEMBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Frid 15th Xmas Breakup           
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 

 

A Ballarat historian is doing a comparative study of the purposes and objectives of Field Naturalist Clubs in Victoria and when approached, 
we agreed to participate in this study. To obtain this information I revisited our Constitutions, old and new. Whilst I was at it, I decided to go 
a step further and identify and document the trajectory and significant achievements of the Club over the past 10 years or so for our own 
records. To do so I have been trawling through old Minutes, Annual Reports and Clematis newsletters. 

 

A thread that constantly runs through them is the struggle to live within our means as expenses associated with running the Club have out-
stripped our income from membership fees – our only source of income. Our response has been to pare these expenses back to the bone 
and to increase membership fees to bring our budget into balance. Between 1997 and 2013 we have had to do this 3 times. Fees have gone 
from $20 for families and $12 for singles to $45 and $30 respectively – an overall increase of 44% for families and 40% for singles over 16 
years.  

 

But now I have good news, we are well and truly in the black thanks to sales of our Field Guide; Orchids of East Gippsland. We have a 
healthy bank balance and have been able to set aside another $15,000 in an IBD to cover the cost of publishing our next Field Guide. So, for 
the first time in many years, we are able to invest in an asset and are replacing our ageing and less than functional projector with an Acer 
H6502BD digital model that will more than meet the Club’s (and our guest speakers) needs. 

 

Unfortunately, the money in hand did not allow us to pursue another asset – a satellite phone. The initial cost/installation fee and monthly 
payment plan was prohibitive. But more good news, our long time member and great friend of the Field Nats, Jim Reside has offered to lend 
us his satellite phone whenever we need one at no cost other than that of the calls made. Your committee has gratefully accepted this very 
generous offer for our camp outs and has put together a protocol to manage its use and insurance cover. A very heartfelt thank you to Jim 
Reside. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to highlight our Facebook capacity - a new initiative of the Club. You will notice the symbol is now on our 
Website and the Clematis newsletter. Christine Bittner and Vicki Fraser monitor the page and regularly check and transfer items of interest 
from the Victorian Field Naturalist Club’s Facebook. I encourage you as members to come and like our new page and to add your own con-
tributions to it. 

 

Meetings are in abeyance now for three months over winter but excursions and bush walks continue apace. Enjoy. 

 

 

Pat McPherson 

President 
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                 MT ELIZABETH -  19 March 2017     by Margaret Regan 

Our first stop on the way to Mt Elizabeth was on the Collins Road bridge over the Tambo River.  Sharp eyes spotted two Gippsland Water 
Dragons sunbaking on rocks along the edge of the river.  These have prominent spines along their backs and necks.  A Reed Warbler was 
seen in the Common Reed (Phragmites communis), also along the edge of the river.  Collins Road was named for the Collins Brothers, who 
had a sawmill near the base of Mt Elizabeth around 1940. 

 

Climbing up the road we entered a normally dry forest.  But everywhere was dry – rainfall has been sparse this year.  The ground surface 
was very rocky.  The main overhead tree was Silvertop Ash (Eucalyptus sieberi) which has ironbark on most of the trunk, with the upper 
branches smooth – hence the ‘silvertop’.  One young eucalypt had had the outer bark stripped back in several places up the trunk, maybe 
the work of Yellow-bellied Gliders.  Few plants were in flower, but the early Sunshine Wattle (Acacia terminalis) was blooming.  Sunshine 
Wattle is a shrub with bipinnate foliage and pale yellow globular heads of flowers.  We also found Common Heath (Epacris impressa) with 
flowers in red and several shades of pink.  There were single blooms on Blue Dampiera (Dampiera stricta) and white Prickly Broom-heath 
(Monotoca scoparia).  Prickly Broom-heath has white tubular flowers, and there were many buds.  There was a population of Austral Grass-
tree (Xanthorrhoea australis), but a number of the plants were dying or dead.  We were distressed to think that Cinnamon Fungus 
(Phytophthora cinnamomi) might be responsible.  [Cinnamon Fungus is a microscopic, soil borne pathogen that attacks and destroys plant 
root systems, causing plants to die through lack of water and nutrients.  Grass-trees are particularly susceptible.  It is spread through 
infected plants and the movement of infected soil and gravel.  There is no known cure.  It is Victoria’s most significant plant pathogen 
affecting both native ecosystems and the horticultural industry.]  Some of the resin found at the base of the leaves was found in burnt balls.  
The aborigines used this sticky resin to glue stone spearheads onto the shafts of their spears.  A pretty shiny bright green sedge was Thick 
Twist-rush (Caustis pentandra).  Two bright green ferns, on the edge of the road bank where water collects, were Spreading fan-fern 
(Sticherus lobatus) which has fronds dichotomously branching up to four times, thus forming a fan; and the related Scrambling coral-fern 
(Gleichenia microphylla) which branches in a similar manner and the final pinnae have 3-5 sporangia (with spores) on the lower surface.  A 
gorgeous Rhubarb Bolete (Boletellus obscuricoccineus) was found, despite the dry conditions.  Rhubarb Bolete is a fleshy fungus with a red 
cap to 70mm, a red stalk shading to yellow at the top, and the yellow underside is pored.  The spores are produced within the pores. 

 

 

Just inside the Mt Elizabeth Flora and Fauna Reserve, along the edges of a small 
almost dry creek, were magnificent Manna Gums (Eucalyptus viminalis).  Most of the 
bark is smooth and white, and peeling into ribbons.  They have long narrow leaves, 
and buds and fruits in threes.  There were other plants found in normally wet forest.  
Many of them were seen on the last excursion along Tullach Ard Road at Ash Saddle.  
Two large daisy shrubs or small trees were Blanket Leaf (Bedfordia arborescens) 
whose large leaves are dark green above and white woolly below, and remain 
hanging on the tree after dying; and Musk Daisy-bush (Olearia argophylla) which has alternate toothed leaves, green above and silver with 
raised veins below.  Other tall shrubs were River or Long-leaf Lomatia (Lomatia myricoides) with green pods; Austral Mulberry (Hedycarya 
angustifolia) with yellow segmented fruits; and Stinkwood or Forest Zieria (Zieria arborescens) which has large smelly trifoliate leaves, and 
was in bud.  ‘Arbor’ is Latin for ‘a tree’.  We also saw the native Rose-leaf Bramble (Rubus rosifolius) with a few deep red iridescent fruit.  
Two large tough climbers were Lawyer-vine, Wait-a-while or Sweet Sarsaparilla (Smilax australis) which had sprays of shiny green berries 
which turn black when ripe, and nasty prickles; and Mountain Clematis (Clematis aristata) whose fruits had their persistent feathery styles.  
Two herbaceous daisies were Golden Everlasting (Xerochrysum bracteatum) which has its golden florets surrounded by shiny golden crisp 
bracts; and yellow Fireweed Groundsel (Senecio linearifolius) with odorous leaves and flower heads with few disc and ray florets.             

Scrambling Coral-fern  

                                             Photo by Dianne Laws 

Prickly Broom heath  Monotoca scoparia         photo by Dianne Laws 
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Ferns were some very tall (maybe very old) Rough Treefern (Cyathea australis); Fishbone water-fern (Blechnum nudum); and Lacy wedge-
fern (Lindsaea microphylla).  Lacy wedge-fern has delicate bipinnate to tripinnate fronds with tiny wedge-shaped pinnules.  The spores are 
borne beneath the outer edge of pinnules.   

 

 

There was a large very dead tree obviously being digested by Southern Bracket 
Fungus (Ganoderma australe), as the trunk was sporting a number of very large 
brackets.  Southern Bracket Fungus is a woody bracket-fungus with fruiting bodies 
to at least 600mm across.  A new fertile layer is added each year.  The lower pored 
fertile layer is white, while the upper surface of the ones we saw was brown. 

 

Climbing upwards on Mt Elizabeth Road was an area with a number of very rare 
medium shrubs.  One, Leafy Nematolepis (Nematolepis frondosa) is only found on 
the southern slopes of Mt Elizabeth.  That is its only site in the world found so far.  
It is a shrub to 7m with round leaves.  As it is a member of the family Rutaceae like 
correas and boronias, the leaves contain clearly seen oil glands (white dots seen on 
the leaves).  The lower surface of the leaves is covered by overlapping tiny white 
round umbrella-shaped membranous scales.  Others were cream Mountain Correa 
(Correa lawrenciana), a shrub to 8m with leathery leaves and long tubular flowers; 
the rare Tullach Ard Grevillea (Grevillea polychroma) with different coloured 
flowers; Narrow-leaf Logania (Logania albiflora), a shrub to 2m, with long narrow 
leaves where sprays of white flowers are borne in spring in the axils of these 
leaves; and grey-green Blotchy Mint-bush (Prostanthera walteri).  Why is it that so 
many rare and interesting plants are found on Mt Elizabeth?  Are there rare 
animals there too?   

 

We then drove on up to the top of Mt Elizabeth along a very steep rough rocky 
road, which is much overgrown.  It seems that the summit of Mt Elizabeth is no 
longer used as a weather station or a helipad for fire-fighting, so the roads are not 

Rough Treefern                Photo by Pauline Stewart 

Lacy Wedge-fern                        Photo by Pauline Stewart 

Leafy Nematolepis Photo by Pauline Stewart 
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well maintained.  The cars will all have a few 
scratches!!  It was quite a hot day with no shelter 
at the top and no breeze, so not too much time 
was spent there.  There is a great view as far as 
the Buchan Valley, over the Timbarra River Valley.  
The hardy walkers (as only the vehicles with 
clearance drove up), saw the ferns, the light green 
large Bat’s-wing (Histiopteris incisa); and dark 
green Mother shield-fern (Polystichum 
proliferum) which grows tiny new plants at the 
ends of its fronds.  Among the rocks at the 
summit (941m) was the tiny bright green cushion 
bush Twin-flower Knawel (Scleranthus biflorus) 
with opened capsules.  The green flowers of Twin-
flower Knawel are paired on the one stalk.  Each 
flower has no petals, but 4 sepals, 2 minute styles 
and 1 stamen. 

 

We backtracked and continued down, now on Mt 
Elizabeth Road, and stopped to see Wallaby-bush 
(Beyeria lasiocarpa) with long narrow leaves, 
which are a bit sticky above and white below.  
The plants bear separate female and male 
flowers, and probably, as it was autumn, we only 
saw female flowers with developing bristly-hairy 
fruits. ‘Lasio’ is Greek for ‘shaggy or hairy’, and 
‘carp’ is Greek for ‘a fruit’. 

 

 Another interesting plant was Star-hair 
(Astrotricha sp. 3) which has star-shaped hairs on 
the leaves and stems.  There was also Gristle-fern 
(Blechnum cartilagineum) which unlike most of 
the other water-ferns has similar fertile and 
barren harsh fronds.  It can withstand much drier 
conditions that the other water-ferns. 

 

Even further down we stopped at a site in dry 
forest where the lovely pink Showy Boronia 
(Boronia ledifolia) grows, but despite much 
searching, even though there were many furry 
brown buds, we didn’t find one open flower.  It 
flowers in spring, of course.  A rare mountain 
sedge was Slender Saw-sedge (Gahnia 
microstachya). 

 

Our last stop was at the confluence of the Timbarra and Tambo 
Rivers (known locally as Tim Tam).  There was a very inviting flowing 
waterfall and pool upstream of the bridge over the Timbarra.  Along 
the edge of the Tambo were large Kanooka or Water Gum 
(Tristaniopsis laurina).  Kanooka is a tree to 20m with glossy dark 
green leaves and yellow flowers in summer.  Its flowers differ from 
those of Eucalyptus in having free coloured petals and stamens 
united in 5 bundles.   

 

On the bank of the road leading to the Timbarra River bridge was 
the ferns Common maidenhair (Adiantum aethiopicum) and Small 
rasp-fern (Doodia caudata).  Small rasp-fern has spreading soft 
barren fronds forming a rosette around the taller erect harsher 
fertile fronds.  An Imperial Hairstreak or Common Imperial Blue 
butterfly was seen.  These butterflies have the upperside colour 

Wallaby-bush                      Photo by Dianne Laws 

Bat’s wing fern                        Photo by Pauline Stewart 

Marasmius elegans    photo by Dianne Laws 
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dark with greenish blue central areas, with the lower surface pale.  The larval plant for the Imperial Hairstreak in Victoria is mainly Black 
Wattle (Acacia mearnsii).  The larvae of many blues have attendant ants, as does this species.  The larvae secrete substances that may 
attract, appease or reward ants.  The ants may protect the larvae from predatory wasps and flies.  In some species, the butterfly larvae 
actually prey on the ants!   

A big thanks to John for leading the excursion, to James for IDs, and to Pauline for the bird list.     

 

Plants recorded:   Polystichum proliferum Mother shield-fern 

Acacia terminalis Sunshine Wattle Prostanthera walteri Blotchy Mint-bush 

Adiantum aethiopicum Common maidenhair Rubus rosifolius Rose-leaf Bramble 

Astrotricha sp. 3 Starhair Scleranthus biflorus Twin-flower Knawel 

Bedfordia arborescens Blanket Leaf Senecio linearifolius Fireweed Groundsel 

Beyeria lasiocarpa Wallaby-bush Smilax australis Lawyer-vine, Wait-a-while or 
Sweet Sarsaparilla 

Blechnum cartilagineum Gristle-fern Sticherus lobatus Spreading fan-fern 

B. nudum Fishbone water-fern Tristaniopsis laurina Kanooka or Water Gum 

Boronia ledifolia Showy Boronia Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree 

Caustis pentandra Thick Twist-rush Xerochrysum bracteatum Golden Everlasting 

Clematis aristata Mountain Clematis Zieria arborescens Stinkwood or Forest Zieria 

Correa lawrenciana Mountain Correa Fungi noted:   

Cyathea australis Rough treefern Boletellus obscuricoccineus Rhubarb Bolete 

Dampiera stricta Blue Dampiera Ganoderma australe Southern Bracket Fungus 

Doodia caudata Small rasp-fern Butterfly:   

Epacris impressa Common Heath Imperial Hairstreak or Com-
mon Imperial Blue 

  

Eucalyptus sieberi Silvertop Ash Reptile:   

E. viminalis Manna Gum Gippsland Water Dragon   

Gahnia microstachya Slender Saw-sedge Birds:   

Gleichenia microphylla Scrambling coral-fern Australian Wood Duck Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Grevillea polychroma Tullach Ard Grevillea Wonga Pigeon Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Hedycarya angustifolia Austral Mulberry Australian King-parrot Crimson Rosella 

Histiopteris incisa Bat’s wing Laughing Kookaburra Superb Lyrebird 

Lindsaea microphylla Lacy wedge-fern White-throated Treecreeper Pilotbird 

Logania albiflora Narrow-leaf Logania Red Wattlebird Bell Miner 

Lomatia myricoides River or Long-leaf Lomatia Yellow-faced Honeyeater Eastern Spinebill 

Monotoca scoparia Prickly Broom-heath Eastern Whipbird Spotted Quail-thrush 

Nematolepis frondosa Leafy Nematolepis Golden Whistler Grey Fantail 

Olearia argophylla Musk Daisy-bush Rufous Fantail Grey Butcherbird 

Phragmites communis Common Reed Pied Currawong White-winged Chough 
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BOAT TRIP TO GIPPSLAND LAKES COASTAL PARK AND LAKES NATIONAL PARK   -    23 April 2017 

                       By Margaret Regan 

 

On an absolutely perfect autumn day a group of both Junior and adult Field Nats set out across Lake Victoria from Paynesville on the MV 
“Lady Jodie” heading for Steamer Landing and Rotamah Island.  “Lady Jodie” was ably skippered by Rob Ashworth, with junior assistant 
skipper Tali and junior navigator Sorrel.  Interesting commentary was provided during the day by Rob, Sorrel and Andrew.  A pod of nine 
dolphins was seen cavorting about (no doubt fishing, not just cavorting), on the way over.  These were presumably Burrunan dolphins.  
They have only recently been classified as a new species.  They are endemic to southern Australian waters and are mostly seen in the two 
resident populations in Port Phillip Bay and the Gippsland Lakes.  They are tri-coloured:  dark grey on the upper body, a paler grey midline 
and cream underside.  The Burrunan dolphin has broad tail flukes, a prominent rounded head and a short stubby nose.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

There were Swans in large numbers, and Pelicans 
on the water.  Moving into Aurora Channel to get 
to Bunga Arm, on the way to Steamer Landing, we 
motored past Barton, Crescent and Albifrons 
Islands.  Crescent Island has experienced loss of 
low level beach areas in past years.  In July 2015, 
new sand was added to Crescent Island, from the 
dredging work along Steamer and Grange 
Channels.  The work was undertaken by Gippsland 
Ports using its Kalimna Cutter Suction Dredge.  
The sand nourishment work increased the area 
available for the roosting and breeding of Pelican, 
Black Swan and the rare Fairy Tern.  Pelicans had 
previously mostly flown all the way to Lake Eyre to 
breed.  There is an established Pelican rookery 
now on Crescent, but in 2015, 20 pairs of the rare 
Fairy Tern were also seen at the eastern end of 
the island.  Crescent Island has a number of dead 
trees, in one of which was seen the resident 
Whistling Kite.  Two Hooded Plover were seen on 
the sand here, and in the shallow water, a Little 
Egret.  Albifrons had a large number of birds on 
the sand.  Albifrons Island is named for the rare 
Little Tern (Sternula albifrons) 

     Sorrell, Laura  and Tali on board the MV “Lady Jodie”             Photo by Fran Bright 

   Pelicans seen in the Aurora Channel   Photo by Fran Bright 
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Similar sand replenishment works have been carried out on Pelican (Baxter) Island, south of Nungurner, together with plantings, and there 
have been now exciting sightings of many Fairy and Little Terns nesting there. 

 

Our first stop was at Steamer 
Landing in the Gippsland Lakes 
Coastal Park.  Before the artificial 
entrance to the Gippsland Lakes at 
Lakes Entrance was constructed, 
the natural entrances changed from 
place to place, and were sometimes 
closed.  When this happened, 
vessels bringing goods and persons 
to the lakes, would anchor offshore 
in Bass Strait, and cargo and 
passengers were rowed ashore 
here.  Steamer Landing is only a 
short walk across the dune to the 
Ninety Mile Beach and Bass Strait.  
On this lovely calm day, it was not 
the site for surfers, with just the 
odd larger wave rolling in! 

 

We were off then to Rotamah 
Island, which is in the Lakes 
National Park.  In the 1870s, the 
Barton family established a sheep 
farm on the island.  The house was 
the Barton’s homestead.  In 1975, 
the Victorian Government bought 
Rotamah, converted it to a state 

park, and in 1980 leased the area around the homestead to the Royal Ornithological Union.  For twenty years, it was run as a bird 
observatory.  In 1999, the RAOU discontinued their lease and the observatory closed.  The vandals moved in.  Since then a group of 
concerned people have formed the Rotamah Island Bird Observatory Inc. and are working to re-establish the homestead as a bird 
observatory. 

 

 We first lunched in the rather hot sun, and then walked along the trail to the beach with the very active Juniors making it all the way.  
Overhead trees were Southern Mahogany (Eucalyptus botryoides) which has mostly thick fibrous bark until the final branches which are 
smooth, and thick broad leaves.  This is almost its most westerly position; there is a small population on the Roseneath Peninsula, west of 
Hollands Landing.  Others were Gippsland Manna Gum (E. viminalis subsp. pryoriana) with rough bark, long narrow leaves, and buds and 

fruits in 3s; and Forest Red Gum 
(E. tereticornis) with one 
stunning large old specimen with 
twisted branches.  Another often 
very tall slim tree was Coast 
Banksia (Banksia integrifolia) 
which can grow to 20m, with 
usually entire leaves being dark 
green above and whitish 
beneath.  Saw Banksia (B. 
serrata) was also seen.  It is often 
twisted and gnarled, and its thick 
leaves are edged with saw-like 
teeth.  Both the banksias had 
fresh flower-spikes or “cones”, 
loved by the honeyeaters.   In 
one area were a number of tall 
(up to 6m) plants of probably 
Sticky Hop Bush (Dodonaea 
viscosa) with striking reddish-
brown papery wings on the 
capsules.  Male and female 
flowers are found on different 
plants, so only the female plants 

      Ninety Mile Beach     photo by Fran Bright 

         Lunch time on Rotamah Island           photo by Fran Bright 
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would bear the attractive seed capsules.  Hop Bush was used by early European settlers to make beer, hence the common name.  Sticky 
Hop Bush was used by Aboriginal Australians to treat toothache, cuts and stingray stings.  It is found in every state of Australia, but also 
New Guinea, Africa, the Americas and southern Asia, where it is widely used for implements, house building and firewood, as well as 
medicinal purposes.  Little was flowering, but Pigface or Karkalla (Carpobrotus rossii) had the odd brilliant cerise flower.  It is a trailing 
succulent with thick triangular leaves.  A small daisy was probably the mauve Cut-leaf Daisy (Brachyscome multifida) with very divided 
leaves.  A very peculiar find was a coconut with husk.  It had obviously been there for some time, as the insides had all been eaten out.  
How did it get there?  Where did it come from?  Was it a practical joke?  

 

As we had had some rain in April, there were a few fungal fruiting bodies around.  The ones we saw were all gilled fungi.  There was one 
which was all white with a frilled cap to 15cm, and a white annulus (a ring – the remains of the veil covering the gills) on the stalk.  
Another which was all brown had a cap (c.8cm) with a central button, and there was no annulus on the stalk.  The third fungal fruiting 
structure, of a similar size, was orange with a brown ring on the stalk.  The fourth was probably Magenta Rustgill (Gymnopilus dilepis).  It 
had a reddish-purple cap with yellow gills and no ring on the stem. 

 

 

During the walk a beautiful striped Southern Blue-tongue skink and a tiny Weasel Skink were seen.  Southern Blue-tongues are large stout 
skinks with a snout to vent size up to 30cm.  They are slow-moving, and when harassed flattened their bodies, hiss, open their mouths and 
display their flat blue tongues.  They are omnivorous, eating flowers, fruits and leaves; but also arthropods (including insects), eggs, snails 
and small vertebrates; they are livebearers.  Weasel Skinks only grow to 5.5cm.  They have long tails and a distinctive pale mark behind 
each eye.  They are brownish with orange-brown marking from the hips onto the tail.  They are Shade Skinks, feed on invertebrates, and 
lay two eggs, often communally. 

 

Many thanks to Andrew, Vicki and Pat for organizing the enjoyable boat trip, and to Rob Wright for the bird list.      

                         Southern Blue-tongue Skink                                                photo by Fran Bright 
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Plants:   Little Pied Cormorant Great Cormorant 

Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia Little Black Cormorant Hoary-headed Grebe 

B. serrata Saw Banksia Black Swan Grey Teal 

Brachyscome multifida Cut-leaf Daisy Chestnut Teal Blue-billed Duck* 

Carpobrotus rossii Karkalla or Pigface Musk Duck* Eurasian Coot 

Dodonaea viscosa Sticky Hop Bush White-faced Heron Little Egret* 

Eucalyptus botryoides Southern Mahogany Intermediate Egret* Australian White Ibis 

E. tereticornis Forest Red Gum Pied Oystercatcher Masked Lapwing 

E. viminalis subsp. pryoriana Gippsland Manna Gum Hooded Plover* Red-capped Plover 

    Silver Gull Pacific Gull 

Mammal:   Caspian Tern Crested Tern 

Burrunan Dolphin   Whistling Kite White-bellied Sea-eagle 

    Wedge-tailed Eagle Little Eagle 

Fungus:   Little Corella Rainbow Lorikeet 

Gymnopilus dilepis Magenta Rustgill Musk Lorikeet Australian King-parrot 

    Crimson Rosella Laughing Kookaburra 

Reptiles:   Superb Fairy-wren Spotted Pardalote 

Southern Blue-tongue Weasel Skink Brown Thornbill Red Wattlebird 

    Little Wattlebird Noisy Miner 

Birds:   Yellow-faced Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin 

Australian Pelican Australasian Gannet Magpie-lark Australian Magpie 

Black-faced Cormorant Pied Cormorant Grey Currawong Forest Raven 

    Welcome Swallow Silvereye 

    Common Starling Common Myna 

      *Uncommon species 

Rotamah Island Jetty   photo by Fran Bright 
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Bushwalkers, Eva Rose, Pauline Stewart and Noel Williamson on a lunch 

break beside an old, deep, abandoned  goldmine shaft along the Burnetts 

Ridge Road. Pictured at right, Tiny Greenhood orchids Pterostylis parviflora 

were found nearby with both the  green and the very rare reddish/brown 

form, P. sp. aff. Parviflora. 

      Eva Rose, Noel Williamson, Phill Jones, Pauline Stewart and Gail Hume on top of Mt Nowa Nowa 

                     Bushwalk to the Bulllumwaal area  30/05/17 

Bushwalk to Mt Nowa Nowa 28/05/2017 
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