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                     The Clematis is printed and supported by the  Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning 

MEETINGS 

General meetings take place at:           

The Noweyung Centre, 

84 Goold Street,  Bairnsdale 

as per program at 7.30pm  sharp 

Committee meetings take place at:     

members homes as per    

program at 4.00pm  

 

 THE CLEMATIS 
Responsibility for the accuracy of information  

and opinions expressed in this newsletter  

rests with the author of the article. 

All articles for summer Clematis must be  

sent to the Newsletter Editor by 1st December 2017. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES  2016/17 

    Single membership    $30 

    Family membership    $45 

    Mid-year fee (new members only)  $15 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

1. To further the awareness and study of all  

 branches of natural history within the  

 East Gippsland community through field excursions,  

 regular surveys, specialist guest speakers and  

 publications. 

2. To observe and strengthen the laws for the  

  preservation and protection of indigenous flora,  

   fauna, habitat and important geological features. 

3. To promote the formation and preservation of      

  National and State Parks and Reserves. 

4. To collaborate with other groups and agencies  

 with similar environmental interest. 

 

LIBRARY INFORMATION    - ask a committee member 

If you would like to borrow a book. 

• Books are generally borrowed for one month  -   

 however you can write on the sign-out sheet if  

 you wish to have it longer. 

• Should any library materials need maintenance,  

 please make a committee member aware of same. 

• If you wish to recommend a book, this can  

 be done by writing a short recommendation  

 for the Clematis.  This information could be from our 

  library books or from other books  

 that you believe our library could look at purchasing. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

It is your responsibility to contact the coordinator of each field trip 

to notify them of intention to participate. 

 

The coordinator will notify you if the trip has to be cancelled due to  

adverse weather conditions or  other unforeseen circumstances. 

 

Please take note of safety procedures in your  

Bairnsdale & District Field Naturalists Club Inc.  

‘RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY’  booklet.  

This can be downloaded from our web site. 

 

RULES TO OBSERVE DURING FIELD TRIPS 

1.  Excursions are cancelled on days of TOTAL FIRE BAN. 

2. Participants to keep a visual on the car in front and behind. 

3. When making a turn, give signal, and  stay at intersection 

 until following car has also turned. 

4. If separated from other cars, stop, and stay with your car. 

 Other members will return to find you. 

5. The Car Pooling Cost Calculator is used to assist drivers and 

car pool passengers to share fuel costs. 

 

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY FOR BUSH WALKS 

Walks vary in distance from 6 to 14 km. 

Easy:           Flat, good firm track.   
         
Moderately easy:          Mostly flat, track in good to fair  
   condition.   
Moderate:    May be undulating, track in good to fair 
   condition.          
Moderately Difficult:   May be some steep sections,  
    track may be rough  in places. 
Difficult:     May have long steep sections, track may be  

   non- existent at times. 

         

Contact the leader of the walk for a rating if it’s not                                                                                                                        

included in the program. 

 

 

 

CONTACTS for Field Trips 

James Turner: 5155 1258  m. 0427 290838 

Noel Williamson 5152 1737 

Vicki Fraser:   m. 0417 586856 
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      PROGRAMME   September to December 2017 

 

SEPTEMBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Thur 7th Comm.  
meeting 

4.00pm P. McPherson’s home       

Frid 15th Gen. meeting 7.30pm Noweyung Centre   Fox Control Pro-
gram at Blond 
Bay 

Brett Mills, Trust 
for Nature 

Sun 17th Excursion 8.30am 
sharp 

Bridge Club McLoughlins Beach, 
South Gippsland 

  James Turner 
and later Kath 
Tisdale 

Sun 24th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Mottle Range Not yet rated Noel Williamson 

Sat 30th Metallic Sun-
orchid count 

10.00a
m 

Bridge Club     James Turner 

OCTOBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 12th Comm. Meeting 4.00pm Pauline Stewart’s 
home 

      

Frid 20th AGM & general 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre Members’ photos & 
supper 

    

Sun 22nd Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Fernbank area   Andrew Bould & 
Jen Wilkinson 

Sun 29th Bushwalk 9.00am Bridge Club Tabberabbera area Not yet rated Noel Williamson 

NOVEMBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Thurs 9th Comm. meeting 4.00pm Margaret Regan’s 
home 

      

Frid 17th General 
meeting 

7.30pm Noweyung Centre   Biodiversity at 
Strathfieldsaye 

Hagan Bright-
man 

Sun 19th Excursion 9.00am Bridge Club Strathfieldsaye   Hagan Bright-
man 

24,25,26 Camp-out 
Karoonda Park 
Gelantipy 

9.00am 
9.30am 

Bridge Club 
Red Knob 

Wulgulmerang, 
McKillops Bridge, 
Willis 

  James Turner 

DECEMBER             

TBA Junior excursion     TBA   Vicki Fraser 

Frid 15th Xmas Breakup           
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Whilst general meetings have been in abeyance over winter your Committee has been carrying on the work of the Club on a number of 
fronts. 

 First the good news; at the Field Nats. display to celebrate World Environment Day in June, we (Vicki, Andrew and I) looked with envy at 
the banners that other organisations proudly displayed and it was apparent that a Club banner would have identified us in our small corner 
of the Mall and raised our profile. Well, this is now a reality. Jennifer Wilkinson has created two beautiful pull up vertical banners and a tie-
on horizontal banner which collectively identifies who we are; what we stand for; what we do; where we do it; and how to contact us. Our 
friends at e-gee printers have done the work for us and these banners will be launched at our general meeting on September 15th. 

 

 Now, the not so good news; due to re-organisation within DELWP we can no longer take advantage of their facilities to print hard copies of 
our Clematis Newsletter.  

Most of our members receive their copies online but 10 members with the facility to do so have requested (and receive) a hard copy and 
there are 8 members who don’t have online facilities at all and rely on the hard copy.  

 It is our intention to circulate the Clematis in digital format starting with the autumn edition that comes out in March 2018. All members 
with online facilities will receive it this way as will Departments and external organisations who have already indicated that they are happy 
to do so. 

This leaves the 8 members dependent on a hard copy. I plan to be in touch with each of them personally in the near future to work out a 
suitable method to meet their needs. 

 

Another big issue that we have dealt with over winter is the Amendments to Working with Children Act 2005. B&DFNDC certainly comes 
under this Act and the Amendments have relevance for us. It requires the Committee of Management and the Co-ordinator of our Junior 
Group to undertake a Working with Children Check (WWCC) which we have in hand. If any of you have any queries about this issue and/or 
implications of the Amendments, please let me know as I have a pretty good handle on it.  

 

A welcome diversion from the cold weather has been a little research project relating to aboriginal bones thought to have been found by a 
field naturalist on Sperm Whale Head and handed in to Aboriginal Victoria. Their anthropologist wanted to re-inter them and asked if 
B&DFNC knew where they had been found. 

In investigating this issue I was led to the amazing life and times of Fred Barton and  members of his extended family who settled on the 
many islands and headlands in the Gippsland Lakes in the 1800’s and lived there until Fred, the last member, left in 1957. Unfortunately, 
there is no record of Fred finding aboriginal bones in his book The Bartons of Banksia or in the family memory of his surviving son Trevor but 
the search was very enjoyable.  

 

Pat McPherson 

President 
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      AROUND ORBOST  -  21 May 2017 

                   By Margaret Regan 

 

Our first reconnoitre was along Corringle Road, which is south from Newmerella, to near the corner of Old Station Road.  Where did the 
name come from – was there once an old coach station there or did it lead to a property called Old Station??  This area of State Forest was 
last burnt around April 2015.  Overhead trees were Southern Mahogany (Eucalyptus botryoides) which has thick fibrous bark on the trunk 
and larger branches, and smooth bark on the smaller branches; White Stringybark (E. globoidea); and Coast Grey Box (E. cypellocarpa).  
Austral bracken (Pteridium esculentum) was ubiquitous.  The only flowering found on the sandy soil was a mid-pink Common Heath 
(Epacris impressa); and two orchid species – Large Mosquito-orchid (Acianthus exsertus) which has a flat heart-shaped leaf, green above 
and purple beneath, with several tiny brownish flowers on the flowering stem; and almost flowering was Spurred Helmet-orchid (Corybas 
aconitiflorus) which has a similar leaf, but a single purple hooded flower with two white spurs projecting down, on a very short stem.  The 
dorsal sepal forms a hood covering the labellum.  Being May, there were many fungi fruiting.  Two coral fungi were a pale orange chunky 
one and a fine yellow one.  There was a small cream gilled bell-shaped fruiting body with scales on its cap growing on wombat dung.  
Snowy Ink Cap (Coprinopsis nivea) is known to only grow on herbivore dung.  The fruiting bodies of this group of fungi, when over-mature, 
rapidly auto-digest to an inky black fluid.  Another gilled fungus had a fawn cap (8cm) held on a 15cm stalk which had a frilly ring or 
annulus.  Without our birdos Jacquie and Len, probably not as many birds were noted, but here were found Crimson Rosella and Spotted 
Pardalote, and along the road to Corringle Beach, a White-necked or Pacific Heron was seen by a dam. 

 

On to Corringle Beach, where there was a 
small car park behind the very tall sand 
dune, from which the ocean could be 
accessed with very great difficulty.  The 
sand was so loose that crawling on feet 
and hands was a good option.  Around 
the car park, which was beneath a 
magnificent old Southern Mahogany, we 
heard or saw Red and Little Wattlebirds, 
Crescent Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill, 
Spotted Quail-thrush, Golden Whistler, 
Kookaburra, White-throated Treecreeper 
and a juvenile White-bellied Sea-eagle 
cruised overhead.  Beneath the dense 
Coast Teatree (Leptospermum 
laevigatum) was found Coastal 
Greenhood (Pterostylis alveata ‘Coast 
Form’).  Coastal Greenhood has a rosette 
of leaves away from the flowering stem.  
The upright light green and white striped 
flower has a labellum that just protrudes 
from the interior of the flower.  Fungi 
were a stocky Russula with a slimy red cap 
(7cm), yellow gills and a pink stalk, which 

may have been R. purpureoflava; and an Amanita with a grey brown scaly cap (7cm), white gills and an annulus on the stalk, which may 
have been A. cinereoannulosa, which is found in mixed coastal Eucalyptus/Leptospermum forest.  On the road back to Newmerella on the 
Princes Hwy, both Pacific and White-faced Herons were seen, along with Magpie and Wood Duck. 

 

Across the highway and down Burn Road, we stopped to look at the rare Maiden’s Wattle (Acacia maidenii).  This wattle is common on the 
NSW coast, mostly north of the Illawarra district, but the only occurrences in Victoria are a few sites round Orbost.  This dense wattle grows 
to 12m.  It has thin tapering phyllodes with many fine veins running along the leaf, and the pale yellow flower heads are in cylindrical 
spikes.  Here we heard Grey Butcherbird and Lewin’s Honeyeater.  Down to the bottom of the hill to the flat country, where we lunched in 
lovely sunshine alongside the Bairnsdale to Orbost rail trail.  Here we found Grey Shrike-thrush, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, King-Parrot 
and White-throated Treecreeper. 

After lunch we headed across the Snowy River and through Orbost to Jarrahmond Road, which travels beside the river until Garnet Track 
heading north.  Along the river we had an excellent viewing of a Black-shouldered Kite, but there was also Magpie, Superb Fairy-wren and 
Willie Wagtail. Wood Point Road then took us along a ridge and down to Wood Point on a large sandy bend of the Snowy River.  It was a 
beautiful spot with very steep high tree-covered banks on the opposite side.  This area opposite is a Flora Reserve, with rainforest beneath 
the tall eucalypts.  This is one of the few sites of the rare Buff Hazelwood (Symplocos thwaitesii), a small tree to 20m whose leathery ovate 
leaves have toothed margins.  The flowers are small and white, and are followed by a purple or black flask-shaped fruit.  There is a very 
comfortable camp site at Wood Point.  We heard Lewin’s Honeyeater, Wonga Pigeon and Superb Lyrebird.  In the vast sandy bank along 
the river were the tracks of macropods, and what we are regretfully seeing now on every excursion, sambar deer tracks. 

Great day again, thank you James. 

 Ramaria sp.  along Corringle Road   Photo by Dianne Laws 
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Plants:   Birds:   

Acacia maidenii Maiden’s Wattle Australian Wood Duck White-necked or Pacific 
Heron 

Acianthus exsertus Large Mosquito-orchid White-faced Heron White-bellied Sea-eagle 

Corybas aconitiflorus Spurred Helmet-orchid Wonga Pigeon Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Epacris impressa Common Heath Australian King-Parrot Crimson Rosella 

Eucalyptus botryoides Southern Mahogany Laughing Kookaburra Superb Lyrebird 

E. cypellocarpa Coast Grey Box White-throated Treecreeper Spotted Pardalote 

E. globoidea White Stringybark Red Wattlebird Little Wattlebird 

Leptospermum laevigatum Coast Teatree Crescent Honeyeater Lewin’s Honeyeater 

Pteridium esculentum Austral bracken Eastern Spinebill Spotted Quail-thrush 

Pterostylis alveata ‘Coastal 
Form’ 

Coastal Greenhood Grey Shrike-thrush Golden Whistler 

Fungi:   Willie Wagtail Grey Butcherbird 

?Amanita cinereoannulosa   Australian Magpie   

?Coprinopsis nivea Snowy Ink Cap     

?Russula purpureoflava       

   Maiden’s Wattle (Acacia maidenii)                    Photo by Dianne Laws 
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       LONELY BAY  -  18 June 2017 

              By Margaret Regan 

 

 

The day started overcast, but the clouds cleared to a sunny but cold day.  We met at the corner of the Princes Highway and 
the eastern end of the Burnt Bridge Road.  Burnt Bridge Road leads to Blackfellows Arm Track, which took us down to the 
Lake Tyers at Blackfellows Arm.  This area is part of Lake Tyers State Park, which covers 7000 hectares from Lake Tyers Beach 
to Mount Nowa Nowa.  This is the traditional country of the Gunaikurnai people and this park is jointly managed by the 
Gunaikurnai with Parks Victoria.  There is a picnic area on the lake at the end of Blackfellows Track, and the land across the 
arm is part of the aboriginal settlement of Lake Tyers.  There were many plants of mauve Cut-leaf Daisy (Brachyscome 
multifida) around the picnic area.  This little daisy has finely divided leaves. 

 

The Lonely Bay track starts at this picnic area and follows a 5km loop.  It starts following the edge of the lake through dry 
forest.  Overhead was Silvertop Ash (Eucalyptus sieberi), so called for the smooth-barked upper branches above a trunk and 
larger branches which are heavily furrowed.  Other large trees were Red Ironbark (E. tricarpa), many of which were flowering 
and strewing the track with pale apricot “tutus” (rings of stamens).  There was also White Stringybark (E. globoidea); and last 
but not least was Coast Grey Box (E. bosistoana) with fine fibrous bark on the lower trunk with gum bark above.  One 
magnificent specimen of the Coast Grey Box was estimated to be perhaps 1000 years old!!!  Smaller trees were Saw Banksia 
(Banksia serrata) with very coarsely-toothed leaves; and the delicate Blue Oliveberry (Elaeocarpus reticulatus) with finely-
toothed leaves.  Shrubs were Large Mock-olive (Notolaea venosa) with opposite thickish ovate leaves with obvious networks 
of fine veins; Sticky or Giant Hop-bush (Dodonaea viscosa) still bearing its brown capsules; Coast Pomaderris (Pomaderris 
oraria) whose stiff ovate leaves mostly have a white edge; and red and green Common Correa (Correa reflexa) which was  

 

 

   Lonely Bay            Photo by Jen Wilkinson 
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one of the few plants flowering.  There was yellow Hop Goodenia (Goodenia ovata); Bootlace Bush (Pimelea axiflora) named 
for the tough fibrous bark used as string by aboriginals and early settlers; and the lowest of all, the prickly red Cranberry 
Heath (Astroloma humifusum).  Much of the understorey was Spiny-headed Mat-rush (Lomandra longifolia).  The two 
opposing flat leaves of probably Autumn Bird-orchid (Chiloglottis reflexa) were seen; and Kath’s orchid-orientated eyes 
spotted one very handsome flower of Striated Greenhood (Pterostylis striata).  Striated Greenhood forms rosettes of leaves 
away from the flowering stem.  The usually single flower is strongly green and white striped with brown tips, with those of 
the lateral sepals curled forwards.  All along the track was evidence of Sambar Deer, including a deer wallow.  Two members 
who returned back along the track were delighted to spy a Wombat in the bushes.  I hope we hadn’t wakened the creature!  
Another exciting sight was four Crested Shrike-tit searching through the bark of the eucalypts for insects.  We were alerted 
to their presence by the sound of bark being disturbed. 

 

Although we’ve had pitiful amounts of rain, the dews have been heavy and all the mosses, liverworts and lichens were 
beautiful plumped up.  Of course there were fungi.  There was a bolete with a dark brown cap (7cm) edged with cream, and 
cream stalk and pores.   A pile of Wombat dung was covered by the fine white stalks bearing minute spore capsules of the 
fungus that was digesting the poo.  It looked like, and may be the same, as the one often found on elderly moist bread!  
There was the often seen Orange Bracket (Pycnoporus coccineus), attached to fallen logs, quietly digesting away.  It used to 
be called Scarlet Bracket, but I’ve never seen a scarlet one!  There was also a tiny earthstar. 

 

We were walking along the edge of an arm of the lake, which was presumably Lonely Bay.  At the top of this bay, there is a 
boardwalk across through Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia) and across the creek leading to the arm.  The walk then 
continues up the creek and into rainforest.  A new overstorey tree was Lilly-pilly (Acmena smithii) which has shiny opposite 
ovate leaves and pink berries.  A tall shrub was Yellow-wood (Acronychia oblongifolia), whose young oblong leaves, when 
crushed, give off a citrus smell.  Its timber presumably is yellow.  It belongs to the family Rutaceae, which includes all the 
citrus, and natives, such as Correa and Boronia.  The leaves of plants in the Rutaceae have oil glands, and many are strongly 
scented.  Scattered on the forest floor were some of the compound orange fruits of Jasmine Morinda (Gynchthodes 
jasminoides).  This is a climber with ovate stalked leaves.  

        White-bellied Sea Eagle             Photo by John Saxton 
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Being a moist area there were many different 
fern species.  Some of these were:  

Soft treefern (Dicksonia antarctica) whose sori 
(where the spores are produced) are marginal, 
one to each pinnule and protected by the edge 
of the pinnule;  

Sickle fern (Pellaea falcata) whose small fronds 
are erect and pinnate, and tend to be 
deciduous, with the sori in a continuous band 
along the edge of the sickle-shaped pinnae, 
again protected by the incurved edge;  

Jungle brake (Pteris umbrosa) with pinnate 
ribbon-like segments with bases running down 
the stem and again sori continuous and 
marginal;  

Mother shield-fern (Polystichum proliferum) 
with fronds that are 2- to 3-times divided, 
having round sori in two rows away from the 
margin, and often having buds at the tips of 
the mature fronds (hence the ‘mother’);  

Weeping spleenwort (Asplenium flaccidum), 
high up on the trunk of a tree, has leathery fronds which are usually bipinnate with one oblong sorus on each pinnule;  

Common filmy-fern (Hymenophyllum cupressiforme) which is tiny and delicate, and has large sori held near the stalk in two-
lipped cups.  

The dampness in the rainforest, also meant more fungi. We 
saw a fine pale orange coral; and large brackets digesting a 
fallen log.  The brackets were dark brown above, with the 
lower cream surface covered with tiny short wavy gills.  There 
was a white jelly fungus;and the large black Cramp Ball or King 
Alfred’s Cake (Daldinia concentrica).  These subspherical wood-
digesting fruit bodies become black and brittle with age.  When 
young they are brownish purple with fine pores, through which 
the spores escape.  When cut, they have concentric growth 
bands.  {You do know that King Alfred burnt the cakes!!}.   

 

A lichen farming a blue-green algae, rather than the usual 
green alga, was Dog Lichen (Peltigera dolichoriza).  Lichens are 
a partnership between a fungus and an alga.  The algal partner 
is able to photosynthesis and thus produce carbohydrates.  
These are taken up by the fungal cells, which are wrapped 
around the unicellular alga.  The fungus suppresses the sexual 
reproduction of the alga, but speeds up its growth and division 
to give more carbohydrate production.  The fungus protects 
the algal partner from dehydration.  Both partners benefit and 
are able to survive in environments where neither might 
survive alone.  Lichens grow from the deserts to polar regions 
and on almost any substrate – soil, rock, bark, glass, asphalt, 
tiles and leather.  They play an important role in many habitats: 

Food for deer, wallabies, humans; 

Food and shelter for invertebrates; 

Nesting material for birds and possums; 

Large amounts of nitrogen are fixed by lichen with blue-green 
algae; 

Jungle brake (Pteris umbrosa)    Photo by Pauline Stewart 

Lichen sp. with fruiting bodies              Photo by Fran Bright 
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Soil formation – weathering of rock; and  

Colonisation of disturbed or sandy soil.    

 

Along the walking track back to the road was Blue Box (Eucalyptus 
bauerana) with fine grey box bark and a crown of rounded grey-green 
leaves; and a tiny apricot chunky coral fungus.  On the road back to the 
picnic area was the second orchid for the day – Trim Greenhood 
(Pterostylis concinna) which has a tiny dainty erect flower with upright 
lateral sepals and a notch in the labellum.  

 

After lunch we went to Red Bluff near the village of Lake Tyers Beach.  
Here was again Blue Box, but being so close to the ocean, where strong 
winds and salt are common, the trees were much shorter than those 
further inland on the lake.  Sweet Wattle (Acacia suaveolens) was 
flowering, attracting us with its perfume.  It has thick narrow upright 
phyllodes and creamy yellow balls of flower heads.  Others flowering 
were a mid-pink Common Heath and the red and green Common Correa.  
Again we saw the depredations of Sambar Deer. 

 

Thanks to Len, Jacquie and John for the list of birds, and James for 
identifications.  Lichen information from Simone Louwhoff.            

 

Trim Greenhood (Pterostylis concinna)                 

Photo by Andrew Bould  

 Crested Terns       Photo by John Saxton 
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 Plants:   Fungi:   

Acacia suaveolens Sweet Wattle Daldinia concentrica Cramp Balls or King Alfred’s 
Cake 

Acmena smithii Lillypilly Peltigera dolichoriza Dog Lichen 

Acronychia oblongifolia Yellow-wood Pycnoporus coccineus Orange Bracket 

Asplenium flaccidum Weeping spleenwort     

Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath Birds:   

Banksia serrata Saw Banksia Black Swan Chestnut Teal 

Brachyscome multifida Cut-leaf Daisy Pacific Black Duck Hoary-headed Grebe 

Chiloglottis reflexa Autumn Bird-orchid Wonga Pigeon Little Pied Cormorant 

Correa reflexa Common Correa Great Cormorant Little Black Cormorant 

Dicksonia antarctica Soft treefern Pied Cormorant Australian Pelican 

Dodonaea viscosa Sticky or Giant Hop-bush White-faced Heron Eastern Great Egret 

Elaeocarpus reticulatus Blue Oliveberry Australian White Ibis White-bellied Sea-eagle 

Epacris impressa Common Heath Masked Lapwing Crested Tern 

Eucalyptus bauerana Blue Box Silver Gull Gang-gang Cockatoo 

E. bosistoana Coast Grey Box Rainbow Lorikeet Musk Lorikeet 

E. globoidea White Stringybark Australian King-Parrot Crimson Rosella 

E. sieberi Silvertop Ash Pied Currawong Grey Fantail 

E. tricarpa Gippsland Ironbark Australian Raven Magpie-lark 

Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia Eastern Yellow Robin Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Gynchthodes jasminoides Jasmine Morinda White-throated Treecreeper Satin Bowerbird 

Hymenophyllum cupressi-
forme 

Common filmy-fern Superb Fairy-wren Spotted Pardalote 

Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush White-browed Scrubwren Brown Thornbill 

Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark Brown Gerygone Eastern Spinebill 

Notolaea venosa Large Mock-olive Lewin’s Honeyeater White-eared Honeyeater 

Pellaea falcata Sickle fern Bell Miner Red Wattlebird 

Pimelea axiflora Bootlace Bush Golden Whistler Grey Shrike-thrush 

Polystichum proliferum Mother shield-fern New Holland Honeyeater Eastern Whipbird 

Pomaderris oraria Coast Pomaderris Varied Sitella Crested Shrike-tit 

Pteris umbrosa Jungle brake From Red Bluff:   

Pterostylis concinna Trim Greenhood Australasian Gannet Little Wattlebird 

P. striata Striated Greenhood Grey Butcherbird   
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     COLQUHUON AND KENNY FORESTS   -   23 July 2017 

                   By Margaret Regan 

The excursion started along Bruce’s Track, to the walking track opposite the sewage farm.  Being still winter there was little flowering.  
Two orchids were the tiny upright Trim Greenhood (Pterostylis concinna); and Small Mosquito-orchid (Acianthus pusillus) which is similar 
to Large Mosquito-orchid, but the flowers are greener, smaller and more crowded on the stem.  Very sharp eyes found the fruiting body 
of the fungus Dark Vegetable Caterpillar (Cordyceps gunnii).  These dark club-shaped bodies grow up to 100mm, on a yellow stem leading 
under the ground to the body of a parasitised moth caterpillar.  By digging into the soil and following the stem, it leads to the 
recognisable exoskeleton of the original larva.  The clubs were covered with white spores, which are shed onto the ground to produce a 
mycelium to infect future caterpillars.  The caterpillars are the larvae of Rain Moths.  The moth larvae are found boring into Black Wattle 
(Acacia mearnsii) or Silver Wattle (A. dealbata) trunks.  The larvae eat their way down into the roots of the host tree, and out into the soil 
where they are discovered by the waiting fungal threads!!  Menacing drum roll!! 

 

Partway down the track divided and we took the strangely-named Pussy Log Track??  Along this track was Cobra Greenhood (Pterostylis 
grandiflora).  As you can tell by the specific name, this greenhood normally has large “grand” flowers; however with the incredibly dry 
year, the flowers found were quite small.  On the solitary flower the two petals which are fused with the dorsal sepal to form the hood, 
are a rich brown.  Two heaths were flowering – the prostrate, spiky-leaved, bright red Cranberry Heath (Astroloma humifusum) which 
always has one or two flowers at any time of the year; and red and pale pink Common Heath (Epacris impressa).  The Narrow-leaf 

Geebung (Persoonia linearis) had many green fruits.  It is a shrub to 5m 
with dark loose papery bark.  A pale fawn gilled fungal fruiting body was 
probably a species of the genus Clitocybe.  The funnel-shaped cap was 
about 4cm across, the gills were decurrent (running part way down the 
stalk), and the stalk had tiny brown spots.  Back on the original track was 
a Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus cupressiformis), whose trunk showed damage 
caused by the antler of a Sambar Deer.  On every excursion, we now see 
destruction caused by the ever-increasing numbers of this feral deer.  
Along this track we went to find a few specimens of Woolly Grevillea 
(Grevillea lanigera) on which just one or two red/pink/cream flowers 
were seen.  Woolly Grevillea has hairy leaves and stems.  Other shrubs 
flowering were the horribly prickly Spreading Wattle (Acacia genistifolia) 
which has globular flower heads, usually in pairs; Sallow Wattle (A. 
longifolia) with flat linear phyllodes and flower heads in spikes; Silver 
Banksia (Banksia marginata), usually a small shrub whose stiff leaves 
have blunt tips; and small Hairy Pink-bells (Tetratheca pilosa).  There was 
also the tiny Screw fern (Lindsaea linearis).  To our surprise, as it was 
winter and rather cold, Peter found a fairly large Red-bellied Black Snake 
sunning in an open space.  These can grow to 2m, and small ones are 
seldom seen.  They feed mostly on frogs and are live-bearing.  Their 
numbers are declining in NSW and Queensland, possibly after preying on 
poisonous Cane Toads.    

 

We then drove to Siberia Crossing Road, to see the only known patch of 
Hairpin Banksia (Banksia spinulosa) for many kilometres around.  This 
shrub has very narrow leaves and cones of orange flowers, each with a 
long black style.  The cones are very popular with honeyeaters. Dianne 
discovered the fungus Large Banksia Cup (Banksiamyces macrocarpus) 
which only grows on the old discarded cones of the Hairpin Banksia.  It 
was very difficult to find, as the cups were shrivelled with the dry 
conditions.  The main overhead tree was Silvertop Ash (Eucalyptus 
sieberi).  A Sallow Wattle tree was showing severe damage to its trunk, 

caused by the gnawing of Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos trying to reach caterpillars they could hear boring into the trunk of the tree.   

 

On to Prices Break, to a wetter area surrounding a tiny tributary of Mundic Creek, which itself flows down to Stony Creek, with the water 
finally ending up in the Toorloo Arm of Lake Tyers.  Beautiful white-trunked Manna Gum (E. viminalis) grew along the edge of the creek.  
Another nearby tree was Messmate (E. obliqua) which is a Stringybark and whose thick dark-green leaves are asymmetric and oblique at 
the base.  Smaller trees were Saw Banksia (Banksia serrata) whose thick leaves have saw-like teeth; Blue Oliveberry (Elaeocarpus 
reticulatus), a small tree with toothed leaves, gorgeous delicate pendant pink flowers in spring and later blue berries; and near the creek 
Scented Paperbark (Melaleuca squarrosa) with leaves in 4 rows on the stem.  The roadside was covered with Common Heath with flowers 
in every shade of pink, and also white.  Also along the creek edge was Tall Saw-sedge (Gahnia clarkei) which can reach 4.5m in height with 
long brown tassels of seeds.  As it was a damper environment, there were a number of ferns, including of course Austral Bracken 
(Pteridium esculentum) which also grows in much drier areas.  There were two water-ferns – Fishbone water-fern (Blechnum nudum) and 
Hard water-fern (B. wattsii).  Both of these water-ferns have markedly different vegetative and fertile fronds.           Fishbone water-fern 

Hairpin Banksia (Banksia spinulosa)         Photo by Fran Bright 
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fronds are mid-green, and the pinnae are attached to the stem by very wide bases; while the fronds of Hard water-fern are dark green and 
harsh with the pinnae only attached to the stem by their midribs.  Other ferns were Scrambling coral-fern (Gleichenia  microphylla) with 
much branching fronds, whose tiny pinnules bear 3-5 sporangia on their lower surfaces; Common ground-fern (Caloclaena dubia) which 
much resembles Austral bracken, but the fronds are lighter in colour; and Bat’s wing (Histiopteris incisa) whose fronds are soft and often 
blue-green.  There were also some large patches of the lovely white Coral or Snow Lichen (Cladia retipora).  Its branches have a delicate 
open structure with a network of holes.  It was the first Australian lichen to 
be described in a scientific publication, and was collected in Tasmania by 
Frenchman Jacques-Julien de Labillardie in 1792. 

 

We then crossed over the Bruthen – Nowa Nowa Road and entered Kenny 
State Forest by Aquarius Lane (some of the names in these forests are 
amazing!).  We stopped beneath Silvertop Ash to see Red-lip Greenhood 
(Pterostylis scapula).  This was previously known as P. sp.aff. chlorogramma.  
The new species name as not yet been officially accepted.  This rare 
greenhood can have up to 12 flowers on the stem.  Each flower has a reddish 
labellum with incurved margins, and the sepal tips are reddish as well.  

 

 Two wattles in flower were Myrtle Wattle (Acacia myrtifolia) whose broad 
leaves have thickened margins and few flower heads are in balls in racemes; 
and prickly Juniper Wattle (A. ulicifolia) with needle-like phyllodes and single 
balls of flower heads on long stalks (peduncles).  There was also yellow 
Narrow-leaf  Geebung again.  We became a bit interested in different turds 
seen.  One, which was obviously that of a carnivore, was full of hair.  Another 
large splog, about 15cm across, was that of an Emu, and was full of seeds. 

  Some of 
the seeds 
were 
looked at more closely, and found to have a very corrugated  

surface.  The Narrow-leaf Geebung was fruiting, but we 
discovered that its seeds were smooth.  We think maybe the 
seeds were from the Blue Oliveberry, but we couldn’t find 
one which was fruiting, to prove our theory.  A little further 
north along this road was the rare Colquhuon or Nowa Nowa 
Grevillea (Grevillea celata) with orange and yellow flowers 
and leaves with recurved margins and hairy lower surfaces.  
It only grows in the Colquhuon & Kenny State Forests. 

 

Turning into Watershed Road there were more Red-lip 
Greenhoods.  A new wattle which was perfumed like honey 
was Sweet Wattle (Acacia suaveolens) with narrow phyllodes 
and creamy-yellow balls of flower heads; Hairy Pink-bells, 
Grey Guinea-flower (Hibbertia obtusifolia); and Leafless Sour
-bush (Omphacomeria acerba), a broom-like wiry shrub and 
tiny flowers of only one sex on each plant.  Jenny is a student 
of geology and she showed us frost wedging on the pink 
granite in the area.  Water creeps into cracks, then, if it 
freezes, it expands and flakes off the outer pieces of rock. 

 

Thank you James for another lovely day, and John for the 
bird list.  

        Coral or Snow Lichen (Cladia retipora)                        

 Photo by Dianne Weir 

Red-lip Greenhood (Pterostylis scapula)        

Photo by Fran Bright 
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Plant list:       

Acacia genistifolia Spreading Wattle Histiopteris incisa Bat’s wing 

A. longifolia Sallow Wattle Lindsaea linearis Screw fern 

A. myrtifolia Myrtle Wattle Melaleuca squarrosa Scented Paperbark 

A. suaveolens Sweet Wattle Omphacomeria acerba Leafless Sour-bush 

A. ulicifolia Juniper Wattle Persoonia linearis Narrow-leaf Geebung 

Acianthus pusillus Small Mosquito-orchid Pteridium esculentum Austral bracken 

Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath Pterostylis concinna Trim Greenhood 

Banksia marginata Silver Banksia P. grandiflora Cobra Greenhood 

B. serrata Saw Banksia P. scapula Red-lip Greenhood 

B. spinulosa Hairpin Banksia Tetratheca pilosa Hairy Pink-bells 

Blechnum nudum Fishbone water-fern     

Blechnum wattsii Hard water-fern Fungi and lichen list:   

Calocleana dubia Common ground-fern Banksiamyces macrocarpus Large Banksia Cup 

Elaeocarpus reticulatus Blue Oliveberry Cladia retipora Coral or Snow Lichen 

Epacris impressa Common Heath Clitocybe sp.   

Eucalyptus obliqua Messmate Cordyceps gunnii Dark Vegetable Caterpillar 

E. sieberi Silvertop Ash     

E. viminalis Manna Gum Bird list:   

Exocarpus cupressiformis Cherry Ballart Common Bronzewing Crimson Rosella 

Gahnia clarkei Tall Saw-sedge Laughing Kookaburra White-throated Treecreeper 

Gleichenia microphylla Scrambling coral-fern Super Fairy-wren Brown Thornbill 

Grevillea celata Colquhuon or Nowa Nowa 
Grevillea 

Red Wattlebird White-eared Honeyeater 

G. lanigera Woolly Grevillea Eastern Spinebill Spotted Quail-thrush 

Hibbertia obtusifolia Grey Guinea-flower Grey Shrike-thrush Jacky Winter 

    Magpie-lark Australian Magpie 

    White-winged Chough   
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     BUSHWALK - MT ELIZABETH  -  30/07/2017 

Noel Williamson, Pauline Stewart, Dawn Wallace, Elise Walker.   
Front: Gail Hume                   

 Photos by Pauline Stewart 

 

 Dawn, Elise, Noel, Gail admiring the Grass Trees. 

                            GLENMAGGIE FLORA RESERVE and AVON CHANNELS   -   20 August 2017  

                  By Margaret Regan 

Our first stop of the day was at the Glenmaggie Flora Reserve which adjoins Lake Glenmag-
gie.  This is one of the last remnants of Box/Ironbark forest left in Gippsland.  The box is Red 
Box (Eucalyptus polyanthemos) with grey fine box bark and a grey crown of ovate leaves; and 
Gippsland Ironbark (E. tricarpa) which has dark very furrowed bark and buds in 3s.  Another 
large tree was White Stringybark (E. globoidea).  Little was in flower, the Golden Wattle 
(Acacia pycnantha), our National floral emblem, being a glorious exception.  Golden Wattle 
has leathery phyllodes and large flower heads of up to 75 flowers.  A large shrub layer was 
almost completely absent, apart from some plants of the weedy native, Burgan (Kunzea eri-
coides), which were not in bloom.  Smaller plants were Nodding Blue Lily (Stypandra glauca) 
which has hanging flowers with bright yellow stamens; the subshrub cream Heath Platysace 
(Platysace ericoides); and White Marianth (Rhytidosporum procumbens) which has starry 
flowers with orange anthers.  Two common bracket fungi we saw were the bright Orange 
Bracket (Pycnoporus coccineus); and pretty Rainbow Fungus (Trametes versicolor), a velvety 
bracket with a cream pored underside, while the upper surface has concentric bands of 
shades of brown with a cream edge.  A very slender large black ant with long legs and an 
orange head was probably a Red-headed Spider Ant.  The body of a worker can be up to 
6mm long.  They do not occur west of Melbourne. 

In another area of the reserve which had had a recent cool mosaic burn, we searched for and 
saw the small shrub, white Fairy or Bendigo Wax-flower (Philotheca verrucosa).  Although 
most of the plants were covered with pink buds, not many of the white flowers were open.  
The branchlets of Fairy Wax-flower have prominent glands, giving them a warty appearance.  
The flowers are 5-petalled with orange anthers.  Purple Coral-pea (Hardenbergia violacea) 
was in full bloom, and much of the ground layer was Thatch Saw-sedge (Gahnia radula) 
which has erect leaf blades with a dark brown inflorescence which usually drops to one side. 

 

A wattle walk at the Glenmaggie Flora       
Reserve                                                                
Photo by Fran Bright 



 The Clematis                                                                                Page 16  

We then headed off to Lake Glenmaggie via Weir Road.  At one spot along the road was a plant which usually only grows in remote rocky 
gorges.  This small shrub was Downy Zieria (Zieria cytisoides) which has 4-petalled white flowers and hairy leaves with 3 leaflets. 

 

We lunched in the picnic area near the weir damming the Macalister River to form 
Lake Glenmaggie.  The lake was just over half full, and we could see by the sur-
rounding dry country that rainfall, as in much of Gippsland this year, had been 
minimal.  Lake Glenmaggie is a popular recreational area for boating, swimming 
and picnicking.  It is the annual storage which provides water for farmers in the 
Macalister Irrigation District.  This means it fills and empties most years. 

 

We then headed to the Avon River Channels.  After some rough driving along 
Green Hill Road we stopped in the Avon – Mt Hedrick Reserve to see white Sticky 
or Anemone-leaved Boronia (Boronia anemonifolia) which has 4-petalled white 
flowers and leaves with 3-5 leaflets.  Fairy Wax-flower, Downy Zieria and Sticky 
Boronia are all in the same family Rutaceae, whose leaves contain oil glands and 
are mostly strongly scented.  This family also contains all the citrus species.  Other 
plants here were the very spiky Juniper Wattle (Acacia ulicifolia) which has single 
balls of flower heads in the axils of the phyllodes; Pink Beard-heath (Leucopogon 
ericoides); Tree Hakea (Hakea eriantha) with white-pink silky-hairy flowers; and 
the small shrub white Small-leaf Star-hair (Astrotricha parvifolia), a small shrub 
with felted stems and linear leaves with small bumps.  It appears to be endemic to 
Central Gippsland. 

 

The Avon River Channels area is 
where the river has excavated a 
gorge in the Lower Carboniferous 
siltstone and sandstone.  It is in 

the upper reaches of the Avon River 
and is a popular area for white-
water canoeing.  We clambered 
down to the river’s edge.  Along 
the track were Black Sheoak 
(Allocasuarina littoralis) which has 
cylindrical cones with a flattened 
end.  Shrubs seen before were 
Pink Beard-heath and a pink Com-
mon Heath.  New shrubs were 
Golden Grevillea (Grevillea 
chrysophaea) with oval pointed 
leaves; yellow Hop Goodenia 
(Goodenia ovata); white Dusty 
Miller (Spyridium parvifolium) 
whose tiny flower heads are sur-
rounded by a few whitish floral 
leaves; white Shiny Phebalium 
(Leionema lamprophyllum) with 
lustrous leaves and flowers with 
long stamens; a green Common Correa (Correa reflexa); prickly white Small-fruit 
Hakea (Hakea microcarpa) with needle-like leaves; and yellow Varnish Wattle 
(Acacia verniciflua) whose thin sticky and shiny phyllodes have two main veins and 
whose flower heads are in balls.  There were also two species of Pomaderris; pale 
yellow Plum-leaf Pomaderris (Pomaderris prunifolia) which has stellate (star-like) 
hairs on the lower surfaces of its leaves; and Privet Pomaderris (P. ligustrina) with 
only simple hairs on the lower surface of its leaves.  Close to the water was Lemon 
Bottlebrush (Callistemon pallidus); a form with rosy-lilac filaments is known to 
occur at the Avon River Channels.  Unfortunately it wasn’t flowering.  It has grey-
green leaves dotted with oil glands.  Our only orchid for the day was Maroonhood 
(Pterostylis pedunculata).  In Maroonhood the single erect flower has the upper 
parts of the lateral sepals and the hood dark reddish-brown.     

 

             Thank you once again James, and also Pauline for the bird list. 

Fairy Wax-flower (Philotheca  verrucosa)   

Downy Zieria (Zieria cytisoides)  

Photos  on this page by Fran Bright 

Pink Beard-heath (Leucopogom ericoides) 
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Plants:   Rhytidosporum procumbens White Marianth 

Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle Spyridium parvifolium Dusty Miller 

A. ulicifolia Juniper Wattle Stypandra glauca Nodding Blue Lily 

A. verniciflua Varnish Wattle Zieria cytisoides Downy Zieria 

Allocasuarina littoralis Black Sheoak     

Astrotricha parvifolia Small-leaf Star-hair Fungi:   

Boronia anemonifolia Sticky or Anemone-leaved 
Boronia 

Pycnoporus coccineus Orange Bracket 

Callistemon pallidus Lemon Bottlebrush Trametes versicolor Rainbow Fungus 

Correa reflexa Common Correa     

Eucalyptus globoidea White Stringybark Insect:   

E. polyanthemos Red Box Red-headed Spider Ant   

E. tricarpa Gippsland Ironbark     

Gahnia radula Thatch Saw-sedge Birds:   

Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia Glenmaggie Flora Reserve   

Grevillea chrysophaea Golden Grevillea Crimson Rosella Laughing Kookaburra 

Hakea eriantha Tree Hakea Superb Fairy-wren Spotted Pardalote 

H. microcarpa Small-fruit Hakea Brown Thornbill Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Hardenbergia violacea Purple Coral-pea Grey Shrike-thrush Golden Whistler 

Kunzea ericoides Burgan Grey Fantail Pied Currawong 

Leionema lamprophyllum Shiny Phebalium Heyfield – Glenmaggie Road   

Leucopogom ericoides Pink Beard-heath Eastern Rosella White-winged Chough 

Philotheca verrucosa Fairy or Bendigo Wax-flower     

Platysace ericoides Heath Platysace     

Pterostylis pedunculata Maroonhood     
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  BUSHWALK OLD MAN HILL AREA    -   27/08/2017 

         By Connie Tuck 
The ten-and-a-half-kilometre walk started after a rainy morning, but some blue sky improved the cold morning temperatures as 

we headed off on a track in the Stony Creek area from Old Man Hill. The quantity of flowering plants was low, with extremely low rainfall 
for the year and spring not quite upon us yet. The main plants noticed in flower were Pimelea axiflora (Bootlace Bush) and Eucalyptus 
tricarpa (Red Ironbark). The tracks were wet, but sweep the surface or leaf litter away and the soil beneath remained totally dry. Some of 
the birds heard included Currawongs, Kookaburras, Grey Shrike–thrush, Whipbird, Golden Whistler, Eastern Spinebill and Lyrebirds  

 
The morning supplied us with a few acacias in flower and some examples of Pterostylis nutans (Nodding Greenhood).  The 

Goodenia ovata  (Hop Goodenia) was starting to flower as we progressed further uphill. There was a small Exocarpos cupressiformis (Cherry 
Ballart) with severe bark loss on the trunk from deer rubbing.  A Correa reflexa (Common Correa) was noted with green tubular flowers, a 
Dodonaea (Hop Bush species and Beyeria lasiocarpa (Wallaby Bush). 

) 
The lunch spot for the day was a beautiful outlook over the Nicholson River sited approximately 170mt or so above the river in a 

steep-sided valley. Lunch started with sunshine but unfortunately developed into a fast-moving hail and rain drop. A Wedge-tailed Eagle 
joined us at lunchtime as it soared overhead. The sun dried us a little after lunch but the temperature had fallen so we had to get moving to 
warm up. We headed downhill until halted by private property after following a tremendous spur of land that is bounded by the Nicholson 
River as it formed a horseshoe shape around us, with little glimpses of the river on each side.  The track was rich in moss and ferns  and 
with no vehicular traffic it even covered the entire surface. Very few fungi were spotted during the day, the only ones being an orange 
coloured bracket. 

 
Tetratheca pilosa (Hairy Pink-bells) was seen as we headed back to the parking stop, and also increasing amounts of garbage, 

some of which we removed  on our way back to the car. 
 Thank you Noel for a great walk. 

Eva Rose, Noel Williamson, Connie Tuck and Gail Hume at the lunch site above the Nicholson River.                        

             Photo by Pauline Stewart 



 

Above left:   

Nicholson River from 
Harveys Track 

Photo by Connie Tuck 

 

Above right: Glenmaggie 
Flora Reserve 

Photo by Pauline Stewart 

 

 

 

 

 

At right: Glenmaggie Weir 

Photo by Fran Bright 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below:  Avon Channels 

Photos by Pauline Stewart 
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